“Peace, Freedom, and Liberty”

Public Relations Campaign
After reading about how badly things have turned out for Brutus after the assassination of Julius Caesar, think about how things might have been if he’d handled the killing’s PR a little differently.

In the play Brutus basically has two ideas:  1) bathe in Caesar’s blood and go to the marketplace yelling “Peace, freedom, and liberty!” and 2) give a speech, before Antony has his chance, telling the people why Caesar had to die, and convincing them it was the right thing to do.  As you’ve seen, these ideas didn’t work.

Assignment:  Come up with a public relations campaign that, if Brutus and Cassius had thought of it, might have saved them a lot of trouble.  This campaign must persuade Rome that Republicanism (the government they’ve had for 500 years) is the way to go, not monarchy or a dictatorship.  For this campaign, choose two or more of the following:

· invent a symbol or logo that will represent this PR campaign

· script a political commercial (and perhaps perform it or videotape it) that explains to the common people why this assassination was necessary

· write a song (like the anti-war songs of the 1960’s) that tells the conspirators’ side of the story

· design an Ides of March monument or plaque for the Capitol

· create newspaper ads that will place the conspiracy in a favorable light

· design a website that explains the conspiracy in positive terms

· come up with ideas of your own

You may present your project to the class or let it speak for itself – whichever you think will help get your project the best grade.

This project will be graded by comparing it to others within the class. The grading scale is as follows:

Inaccurate or incomplete: 40

Well-below average:
      60

Below average:
      70

Average grade: 
      80

Above average:        
      90

Outstanding work:  
      100

Counts as one exam grade.

Due _________________________________.
