Unit 5 Vocabulary (part 1)

 Catastrophic event-a sudden, natural or man-made occurrence that causes change and destruction
Drought-A prolonged period of abnormally low precipitation; a shortage of water resulting from this.
Earthquake-A sudden movement of the earth's crust caused by the release of stress accumulated along geologic faults or by volcanic activity
Tsunami-a large, often destructive, sea wave produced by a submarine, earthquake or volcanic eruption. 
Flood An overflowing of water onto land that is normally dry
Hurricane A severe, rotating tropical storm with heavy rains and cyclonic winds exceeding 74 mi (119 km) per hour
Equilibrium -when opposing forces are balanced
Tornado -A violent weather phenomenon in which a rotating column of air forms into a funnel cloud, often reaching the ground, causing severe damage
 Volcano-An opening in the earth's crust through which molten lava, ash, and gases are ejected
Wildfire -A raging, uncontrollable rapidly spreading fire.
