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2009-2010 Choral Student Constitution

Lake Dallas High School – Stephanie Hamilton, director

Singing in choir is a privilege, and is a highly visible activity.  This privilege carries a great deal of responsibility from its selected members.  The behavior of these students should exemplify good character and judgment at all times, on and off campus.
Purpose:

1. To promote music education.

2. To assist in the development of good musicians.

3. To promote community awareness and support.

4. To set and maintain a standard of excellence in music.

Audition Process for Sweet Harmony (Show) & Madrigal (Vocal Tech):
Any changes made to the rosters submitted to the academic counselors and registrar will only come if a member must be replaced.
1. Open to upcoming 10th – 12th grade students.

2. Students must attend the scheduled audition and turn in appropriate signed forms.

3. Audition will include singing and choreographing a song of the student’s choice.

4. Students will sight read an excerpt given at the time of the audition.

5. Students must have a record of passing prior 6 week’s terms at the time of audition.

6. Students must have a satisfactory discipline record.

Audition Process for Concert, & Treble Choirs

1. Open to upcoming 9th – 12th grade students.

2. Students must attend the scheduled audition and turn in appropriate signed forms.

3. Students will sing “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” in a small group.

4. Students will sight read an excerpt given at the time of the audition.

5. Students must have a satisfactory record of passing classes.

6. Students must have a satisfactory discipline record.
There is no audition process for JV Mixed Choir.  It is a fundamental in singing course, open to any student 9th – 12th grades.  General Sight Reading skills and singing techniques are taught.
Responsibilities, Requirements and Conduct:

1. Choir students should represent our school with honor.

2. Members must be in and remain in good standing with LDHS.

3. The choir director and/or administrators have the authority to recommend suspension or termination of choral members for failure to conduct themselves properly, or failure to fulfill their responsibilities.

4. Due to the strenuous and physical activity involved with Sweet Harmony Show Choir and Madrigal Singers (Vocal Tech), a student will be removed from the class in case of pregnancy.

5. Choir students are expected to cooperate with the Director, officers, choreographer, guest directors/clinicians, and chaperones.

Rehearsal Policy:

1. Students will not engage in non-lesson related talk at rehearsal!

2. Students will write director’s notes on music with pencil.
3. Students will refrain from eating food, candy, or chewing GUM.

4. Water or apple juice are the only drinks permitted during rehearsal.  All bottles must be put in the trash (or recycle bin) before students leave, and any spills must be cleaned up.

5. Students MUST attend all Dress Rehearsals in order to participate in performances (unless excused by the director).

6. Sectionals may be called.  This time is very important!! Full cooperation and participation is required.

After School/Weekend Rehearsals:

1. Grades are assigned for every rehearsal.

2. After school and weekend rehearsals will be scheduled in preparation for concert or competition, and will be at the discretion of the director.
3. Students will be given the dates and times in advance. Therefore, if a student is unable to attend, notification must be given to the director at least one week in advance.  The notification must be a written statement, explaining why the student is unable to attend.  

4. Dress Rehearsal (Mandatory!). This is the final rehearsal before a concert, and attendance is mandatory.  

5. Students who are involved in other extracurricular activities must inform the director of a scheduled event that will conflict with a scheduled rehearsal or performance.  This notice must be given at least 2 days prior to the rehearsal or event.
Performance Policy:

1. Students will observe all LDISD conduct policies.

2. Students will arrive 15 minutes before the announced call time.

3. Students will be dressed in appropriate attire, with assigned hairstyle (for girls), and assigned jewelry.

4. A tardy will result in a ten point deduction from the performance grade.

5. An absence to a scheduled performance results in a grade of zero.  A student who misses a performance has one week in which they may prepare a two paged, typed report about a famous band, musician, or composer.  The highest grade one may receive for this alternative assignment is an 80.

Course Fee/Fundraising:

1. Course fees are as follows:  Sweet Harmony Show Choir - $100.00.  All other groups have a $20.00 uniform care fee.

2. Failure to pay the course fee by the required date may result in the student being dropped from the group.  Exceptions can be made if the parent has made previous arrangements with the director (More than a couple days before the due date!)
3. In order to fund certain activities and purchase items not covered in our yearly budget, choir students will be required to participate in fundraisers.

Lake Dallas High School Music Department

Choral Demerit Policy
Rationale:

1. To maximize the productivity and effectiveness of the choral ensemble’s rehearsals and instructional time.

2. To ensure the LDHS Choral department consists of only students who are able to maintain a high standard of musicianship, teamwork, good behavior, and self-discipline.

Policy:

Students enrolled in Sweet Harmony Show Choir, Madrigal Singers (Vocal Tech), Concert Choir, Treble Choir, and JV Mixed Choir will receive the demerits during class, afterschool rehearsals, performances, and field trips for any form of conduct deemed inappropriate.  
Rehearsal/Performance/Classroom Rules:

1. Students will not engage in non-lesson related talk at rehearsal!

2. Students will write director’s notes on music with pencil.

3. Students will refrain from eating food, candy, or chewing GUM.

4. Water or apple juice are the only drinks permitted during rehearsal.  All bottles must be put in the trash (or recycle bin) before students leave, and any spills must be cleaned up.

5. An absence to a scheduled performance results in a grade of zero.  A student who misses a performance has one week in which they may prepare a two paged, typed report about a famous band, musician, or composer.  The highest grade one may receive for this alternative assignment is an 80.

Consequence of Cumulative Demerits:
Demerits will be issued on a weekly basis. The director will evaluate the daily rehearsal grades each Friday, and record any accrued demerits.  These will be issued each Monday along with the assigned consequence.

Once the 15th cumulative Demerit is reached, a meeting will be scheduled with Administration and parent.  After 20 cumulative Demerits, the student will have a change of schedule and may not participate in any singing group at LDHS. Also, the student will be ineligible to re-audition for the following year.

If a select choir student is punished for major misconduct on or off campus, or engages in a fight occurring in the classroom, the result will be immediate removal of the student from the choral program.  Also, the student will be ineligible to re-audition for the following year.
Lake Dallas High School Music Department

Choral Demerit Policy (cont.)
	Negative Action
	Consequence

	Not having Music/Materials for Rehearsal
	1 Choral Demerit

	Talking During Rehearsal
	1 Choral Demerit

	Eating food/drinking non approved drink/chewing gum
	1 Choral Demerit

	Non-participation in Rehearsal
	1 Choral Demerit

	Missing a Scheduled Rehearsal
	2 Choral Demerits

	(without Director's Prior Approval)
	 

	Missing a Scheduled Performance
	2 Choral Demerits

	(without Director's Prior Approval)
	 


	# of
	Negative Consequence

	Demerits
	 

	1
	Warning

	2 to 5
	Copy Classroom Rules 5 times

	6 to 10
	Write Solfege Terms 5 times & 15 min. afters chool with Director 

	10 to 14
	Parent contacted; Terms 10 times & 30 min. after school; written up 

	15
	Parent contacted; Meeting arranged with Admin/Parent/Student

	16 to 19
	Parent contacted; Terms 10 times & 30 min. after school; written up 

	20
	Parent contacted; Student removed from Choir Department


Lake Dallas High School Music Department

Parental Acceptance page
I, ____________________________, have read and understand the choir constitution and demerit policy set in place and approved by LDHS administration.  I understand my child will be held accountable for the policies aforementioned in this document.

Phone# __________________________________________

E-mail address _____________________________________

Known Allergies: ___________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact __________________________________





Name




Phone #
_______________________________________________

Student signature

_______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature

___________________

Date
