Elements of Short Story

Plot, Character, Setting, Point of View,  and Theme

PLOT a series of related events that present and resolve a conflict.  There are five essential parts of plot:
a)  Exposition (Introduction) - The beginning of the story where the characters and the setting is revealed. 

b)  Rising Action - This is where the events in the story become complicated and the conflict in the story is revealed (events between the introduction and climax). 

c)  Climax - This is the highest point of interest and the turning point of the story.  
d)  Falling action - The events and complications begin to resolve themselves.  The reader knows what has happened next and if the conflict was resolved or not (events between climax and denouement). 

e)  Denouement - This is the final outcome or untangling of events in the story. (also called resolution)
CONFLICT is the struggle between two opposing forces



Man vs. Man



Man vs. Himself



Man vs. Nature



Man vs. Society

CHARACTERIZATION is the technique that a writer uses to create and reveal the personalities of the characters in a written work



Direct Characterization – the author tells us what the character is like

Indirect Characterization – the author shows us how the character acts and speaks.

SETTING is the time and place in which the action of the narrative occurs.  For some stories the setting is very important, while for others it is not.  There are several aspects of a story's setting to consider when examining how setting contributes to a story (some, or all, may be present in a story):

a)  place - geographical location.  Where is the 
action of the story taking place? 

b)  time - When is the story taking place? 
(historical period, time of day, year, etc) 

c)  weather conditions - Is it rainy, sunny, 
stormy, etc? 

d)  social conditions - What is the daily life of 
the characters like? Does the story contain local 
colour (writing that focuses on the speech, dress, 
mannerisms, customs, etc. of a particular place)?

e)  mood or atmosphere - What feeling is 
created at the beginning of the story?  Is it bright 
and cheerful or dark and frightening?
POINT OF VIEW is the relationship between the narrator and the characters


First Person – narrator offers an account of his experiences or tells what happens to other characters (I)


Third Person Objective – narrator describes only what can be seen


Third Person Omniscient – all –knowing narrator

Stream of Consciousness - The story is told so that the reader feels as if they are inside the head of one character and knows all their thoughts and reactions.
THEME is the underlying meaning of literary work (usually stated in one sentence)

