Lake Dallas Middle School

8th grade Language Arts Description

2011-2012
Kelly Anderson

Contact Information:   
E-mail: kanderson@ldisd.net




Website:  http://classroom.ldisd.net/webs/kanderson/




LDMS Phone Number:  940-497-4037

* Because I am teaching all day and we do not have phones in our rooms, it is very difficult for me to get to a phone.  Please email me regarding questions or concerns. Thanks for your understanding and helping me respond to your inquiry quickly. *  
Room:



830

Conference:


3:08 – 3:53
Supplies Needed:

Paper – every day




Blue or black ink pen – every day





Spiral notebook – every day

Other supplies, as needed and as indicated on the 8th Grade School supply list

Textbooks:
Literature textbooks will not be sent home this year.  Your child will be using the online version of our Literature book outside of class.  Please reference my website for instructions on accessing the online textbook.  If you do not have regular access to the internet, please let me know and we will provide you with a hard copy of the Literature book.
Course Purpose:
Our mission this year will be to show improvement in all areas of communication: writing, speaking, reading fluency, ability to analyze literature, research skills, spelling, technology and vocabulary by utilizing higher level thinking strategies.  We will be using classic and contemporary literature to provide us with examples of successful, fluent writing.  All students will be encouraged to find their personal styles and voices while increasing their reading and writing fluencies by learning how to understand and manipulate diction, syntax, imagery, point of view, and detail.  Grammar, spelling, vocabulary, and usage will be taught through the writing process, analytical reading, and literature imitation.
Grading Criteria:

Daily/Homework Assignments
           50%





Projects/Tests/Quizzes

           50%

           

Tardies:


Students need to be ready to go when the 

tardy bell rings.  Students will be called to the office after the fifth unexcused tardy.
Absent work:
Students are required to meet with me about make-up work before school, during lunch, or in an email to me.
Students will have the number of days they were absent plus one to turn in their work.  Work not turned in at the appropriate time will be considered late.

Late Work:
Work not turned in during the student’s class period on the assigned due date is late.  There will be a penalty for late work.   Special assignments, projects, etc do not follow this guideline for late work.


1st day late:

     30 points will be deducted


2nd day late: 

     50 points will be deducted


3rd day late:

     Zero is recorded in the gradebook
Class Rules:
1.     Be punctual

2. Be prepared

3. Be polite

What happens if a rule is broken?

1. Warning

2. Detention and conference with student
3. Detention and contact  parent or guardian
4. Referred to Administrator 
Tutorials:
Tutorials are held in my classroom Tuesday afternoons at 4:00, Wednesday mornings at 8:00 and by appointment.  Students needing extra help need to see me immediately.  Asking for help is highly encouraged.  Tutorials are reserved for students that need extra help, not for students that need to finish assignments.
Student Responsibility: 
Students need to understand they are responsible 

for their actions.  Students are expected to communicate with the teacher if there is a misunderstanding or concern.

Students are expected to cooperate fully with a substitute. Any mention of a student's name will be immediately addressed, and student will receive an immediate detention.

Mrs. Anderson’s Language Arts Class
By completion of this form, both you and your parents/guardians acknowledge that have read and understand the policies and procedures located on the website.
(Please Print)

Student’s name:  ______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s name: _______________________________________

Relationship to student:  _______________________________

Phone number (H): __________________________________ 

(WK):____________________________________________
(C):______________________________________________

E-mail:  __________________________________________

Best time to contact:  __________________________________________

Are there any special needs or concerns I need to be aware of?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From time to time, I will be taking pictures of the students engaging in different learning activities.  These pictures may be uploaded to the class website.  Please initial the appropriate response to indicate if you do/do not want your child to have their picture on the website.

_____ Yes, I give my permission for my child’s photo to be placed on the classroom website.

_____ No, I do not give my permission for my child’s picture to be placed on the classroom website.

Throughout the year we will be watching the following movies:
“Phantom of the Opera”, rated PG-13;
“The Village”, rated PG-13, by M. Night Shyamalan;
“Anne Frank”, TV14, Buena Vista Entertainment.
_____ Yes, I give my permission for my child to watch the above-mentioned movies during class.

_____ No, I do not give my permission for my to watch the above-mentioned movies in class and I understand that they will have an alternate assignment.

I have read and I understand the class information listed in the previous pages.  If I have any questions concerning these items I will contact the teacher.

Parent/Guardian’s name (please print):

___________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s signature:

_____________________________________ Date:   ________________

Student’s name (please print):

___________________________________

Student’s signature: _______________________Date:  _________________

If you would like to discuss any portion of the procedures and requirements for my 
class, please contact me to schedule a conference.   You can reach me by email at kanderson@ldisd.net. 
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