Adding (combining) Integers with Counters

1. Draw the number of counters in the given integer. 

a. Ex: -9 + 12, draw 9 counters

2. Label them either positive or negative.

a. Ex. 9 negative counters

3. Look at the 2nd number and draw in another row that number of counters.

a. Ex. 12 counters

4. Label them either positive or negative

a. Ex. 12 positive counters

5. Cross off any zero pairs (1 positive and 1 negative would be a zero pair because they cancel either other out, 1 step forward and 1 step backwards still gets you nowhere).

6. Combine what’s left of the 2 groups and that will be your answer. Label them either positive or negative based on what is remaining. In our example, you would have 3 positive counters remaining.

Subtracting Integers (removing) with Counters

1. Draw the number of counters in the given integer. 

a. Ex: -9 - 12, draw 9 counters

2. Label them either positive or negative.

a. Ex. 9 negative counters

3. Look at the 2nd number in the equation and 
a. if you have the correct type and number of counters remove them
b. if you have the incorrect type of counters, add zero pairs and then remove the number and type of counters labeled in the 2nd number (12= remove 12 positive counters, -4= remove 4 negative counters)

c. if you have the correct type of counters needed to be removed but not enough of them, add zero pairs until you have enough and then remove the number of counters required for the 2nd number)

4. Count up what is left and label them either positive or negative to find your answer.

