8th Grade 

Ms. Neumann’s Pre-AP Science Class

Tutorials:  

TBA
Phone Number:  
(940) 497 – 4037
E-mail:  


sneuman@ldisd.net

Website:  

http://classroom.ldisd.net/webs/sneuman/

Science Study Objectives
The student will demonstrate an understanding of 

· the nature of science 

· living systems and the environment

· the structures and properties of matter

· motion, forces, and energy

· Earth and space systems

These objectives correspond to the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) test and will incorporate all of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).  For a complete listing of the TEKS please visit the Texas Education Agency website at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks/.

Class Materials

In addition to their school binder/organization system, students will need:

(2) composition notebooks 

Graph paper

Notebook paper

Pencils – colored and regular

If you purchased a pre-pack, these items should have been included.

Other materials will be needed for student projects. Students will be told about all materials required in advance.  It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for getting the supplies for his or her project.  For extenuating financial circumstances, please have your student speak with me.  

Code of Conduct

All students are expected to maintain the highest standard of behavior in class.  Class policies are posted and must be followed.  Deviating from policy will result in disciplinary actions.  Please refer to the Student Handbook.

Absentee Policy

It is extremely important that students be in class.  Science is an activity based class.  Students not present for demonstrations, labs and activities, and discussions are at a disadvantage.  Students will not be able to make up activities.  

However, emergencies/illnesses happen.  If a student is absent for a lab or activity, he/she may be given an alternative assignment.  A student will have as many days to complete his or her make-up work as he or she was absent.  For example: If a student is absent 2 days, when the student returns, he/she will have 2 days to complete all work without late penalties.  

Students are responsible for checking my website, a friend’s agenda or their own to see what they missed, what assignments they must complete, and obtain any handouts they require from the daily trays.
Late Work Policy
Absolutely no late work is accepted in Pre-AP Science classes.
This policy is in place for the students benefit.  Work is assigned to further understanding of the material and each assignment serves a purpose.  I don’t believe in “busy” work and I provide class time to complete the work.   If the work is not done in a timely manner, it loses its effectiveness and students become overwhelmed.  Many assignments will be reviewed/graded in class in order to provide immediate feedback and allow students to correct their own papers.  If a student believes he/she turned in the assignment but did not receive it back, they must check the “No Name Tray”.   

Grades

There are two grade-type categories - daily grades, which includes some labs, homework, classwork, etc and Test/Project/Quiz grades. Daily grades count for 50% and Test/Project/Quiz grades count as the other 50% of a student’s average.  Students are expected to keep a grade sheet.  They will update their average on Mondays (or the 1st day of the school week), and a parent/guardian signature must be on the grade sheet by the end of the six weeks.  These are collected at the end of the six weeks for a daily grade as an evaluation of data collection and analysis practice assignment.  Keeping a weekly grade sheet alerts students immediately if there is an issue with a missing assignment.  This also is another way for parents to keep track of how their student is doing.

If a student questions a grade, he/she must be able to produce the paper in question.

Parents/Guardians may register for Family Access which will allow you to check your student’s average and see individual assignment grades.  See the main office for additional information on Family Access.

Website

I maintain a website to help parents and students have easy access to agendas and other classroom information.  

Labs and Safety

Attached there is a copy of the laboratory safety contract.  Students and parents/guardians must sign the signature sheet and contract showing understanding of safety rules.  Students will not be allowed to participate in lab activities until the signature sheet and contract are returned.

Students caught playing around during lab will be assigned a zero (0) for the laboratory experiment and removed from lab.  In addition, they will be referred to the assistant principal.  The lab can be a hazardous place and it is vital that are students act responsibly.  Students may lose lab privileges.  

Students may be given a pre-lab assignment.  This assignment must be completed before coming to class the day of the lab.  If a student doesn’t have the pre-lab assignment completed, he/she will work on that during lab thus will not participate in the lab activity.  

Student Responsibilities
Students are responsible for all aspects of their education.  They must bring their materials to class, take notes, complete all assignments, and study for exams.  It is also the student’s responsibility to make sure he/she comes to tutorials if needed, asks for help, and gets make-up work completed.  See additional Pre-AP science expectations later in this document.
I want every student to succeed this year and will do what I can to help each student. 
However, the student must make the decision to study and do the work.  

Movie Information

Brain research shows that the more senses we involve in the learning process, the deeper the understanding.  There are a few movies I like to incorporate scenes from, or entire film, into our units of study to keep students interested in the topic and show them real application of the sciences.  Some years we get to see one, others I am able to incorporate them all.  It depends on how the units are going.  They are October Sky (Astronomy), Osmosis Jones (Human Biology), Gattica (Human Genetics/Engineering Ethics), Dante’s Peak (Earth Science), The Day After Tomorrow (Meteorology), and Outbreak (Epidemiology).   ALL MOVIES ARE THE EDITED FOR TV VERSION.
Rather than send home a permission slip that has to be brought back each time, I have included, on the signature page, permission spots for each of the movies.  Please sign off next to each movie you give permission for your child to view.   



Movie, Rating





Plot

	October Sky

Rated PG
	This is a true story of Homer Hikam’s climb from small town coal mining background to being one of the first scientists in NASA.  Homer was fascinated by the launch of the first satellite, Sputnick, and became obsessed with winning a science contest and space flight.  The movie highlights his family struggles, personal struggles, and a supportive teacher/student relationship.  It also addresses the issue of a country’s inventiveness to lead international economy and be on the cutting edge of technology. 

	Osmosis Jones
Rated PG
	Frank Detomello is a slovenly zookeeper, and simple father to the only young and bright girl named Shane, who catches a cold right after when he swallowed a germ-ridden egg!  The inside of his body is known as the "City of Frank" to its inhabitants, two of which - white blood cell cop Osmosis Jones, and cold tablet Drixorial - team up to fight the invading viruses intent on taking over the City.

	Gattica
Edited for TV version
	This is a sci-fi thriller about a couple living in a society where genetic engineering is the norm.  Nobody has children the ‘traditional’ way.  One child who was not genetically engineered must fight a system that is biased against non-engineered humans in order to become ‘somebody’ in this society.  This movie addresses the ethics of genetic engineering and humanity itself.

	Dante’s Peak
Edited for TV version
	Without warning, day becomes night; air turns to fire, and solid ground melts beneath white-hot lava. Welcome to the town of Dante's Peak, where a long-dormant volcano is about to erupt with devastating force. This movie addresses tectonic plate movement, earth’s composition, and the economic and geological effects of natural disasters.

	The Day After Tomorrow
Edited for TV version
	A climatologist tries to figure out a way to save the world from abrupt global warming. He must get to his young son in New York, which is being taken over by a new ice age.

	Outbreak
Edited for TV version
	In July of 1967, In Motaba River Valley, Zaire, a virus with a 100% mortality rate starts infecting people. The virus becomes known as the Motaba virus, and it's so deadly that it causes severe bleeding and liquefies internal organs, killing within 3 days. The virus wipes out Motaba River Valley, and a devastatingly huge fire bomb is dropped onto Motaba River Valley in order to reduce the chances of further infection. 27 years later, in 1994, there is another outbreak in Motaba River Valley. A monkey carrying the Motaba virus stows away on a ship that is heading for the USA, and after the monkey's arrival, people in Cedar Creek, California start becoming infected by the virus. Col Sam Daniels' job is to stop the virus spreading from a small town, which must be quarantined, and to prevent an over reaction by the White House.


*This information was obtained from http://www.imdb.com/. 

You may obtain more information about characters, plot, etc by visiting the website http://www.imdb.com/.  

Additional Pre-AP Science Expectations Information

1. Students are expected to come in and ask for help as soon as they recognize the need.  DON’T WAIT AND LET UNLEARNED CONCEPTS PILE UP!
2. Students are expected to learn the classroom procedures in one day and follow them on a consistent basis in a self-directed manner.
3. Students should see their teacher as a facilitator of learning, not the giver of knowledge.  
4. There will be major projects periodically throughout the year.  Students will have plenty of time, resources and school support to complete these by the deadlines.  

5. There will be more pop quizzes so study notes.  

We will learn the same topics as all eighth grade science students as that is what the State of Texas requires.  However, it is the philosophy of an Honors/Pre-AP class to assume students will be more self-directed when it comes to their own learning.  Therefore, we are able to move at a different pace resulting in a different ending place.  I am so excited you have shown interest in science.  I am impressed with you already and cannot wait to see what we can accomplish this year.

Please, sign and return this page of the syllabus to me by Wednesday, August 26, 2009.  

Signature Page
I have read the syllabus and lab safety contract and understand the information.  


__________________________________________________________________

Student signature



          Parent Signature
Procedure Sheet for Neumann’s Room

I have read and understand Ms. Neumann’s procedures for daily classroom performance.  

________________________________       _______________________________

         Student signature                                              Parent/guardian signature

Movie Permission Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________

Grading Policy

I have read and understand the grading policy for Pre-AP Science class. 
________________________________       _______________________________

         Student signature                                              Parent/guardian signature

