Pangaea Puzzle

Hypothesis:  Do you think the Earth has always looked the same way?  If not, how do you think it has changed over the millions of years it has existed?

Procedure:

1. The continents shown on the Pangaea Puzzle are not to scale.  They are in the approximate location as present day continents.  Label the continents with their correct name.  Some large islands, such as Madagascar and Greenland, are not included.

2. Cut each continent out then place them together to form a supercontinent.  A supercontinent describes a large landmass formed by all the continents coming together.  So using your best judgment, take all of the individual continents and place them together like a puzzle.
3. After deciding where the continents should go, glue them down on a separate piece of paper.  You have now created the supercontinent Pangaea, which originally existed approximately 225-260 million years ago.

Conclusion:

1. Describe how you decided the order of the continents when fitting them together.

2. How do you think the Pangaea continent was able to move, or drift, over time into the separate continents they are today.

3. What do you think the continents will look like in 150 million years?  Explain why!

